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was in consequence of my saying that he was a constellation'" of genius and literature. It was a sly abrupt expression to one of his brethren on the bench of the Court of Session, in which Dr. Johnson was then standing; but it was not said in his hearing.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7.
My father and I went to publick worship in our parish-church, in which I regretted that Dr. Johnson would not join us; for, though we have there no form of prayer, nor magnificent solemnity, yet, as GOD is worshipped in spirit and in truth, and the same doctrines preached as in the Church of England, my friend would certainly have shewn more liberality, had he attended. I doubt not, however, but he employed his time in private to very good purpose. His uniform and fervent piety was manifested on many occasions during our Tour, which I have not mentioned. His reason for not joining in Presbyterian worship has been recorded in a former page'J.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8.
Notwithstanding the altercation that had passed, my father, who had the dignified courtesy of an old Baron, was very civil to Dr. Johnson, and politely attended him to the post-chaise, which was to convey us to Edinburgh3.
iii, 371. For the epithet bear applied to Johnson see ante, ii, 75, 308, note 2, and iv. 131, note 2. Boswcll wrote on June 19, 1775:—'My father harps on. my going over Scotland with a brute (.think, how shockingly erroneous!), and wandering (or some such phrase) to London.' Letters of Bosioell, p. 207.
1 It is remarkable that Johnson in his Life of Jilackmore [ Works, viii. 42] calls the imaginary Mr. Johnson of the Lay Monastery ' a constellation of excellence.' CROKER,
' Page 138.   BOSWELL.   See also ante, iii. 382.
3 'The late Sir Alexander Boswell,' wrote Sir Walter Scott, 'was a proud man, and, like his grandfather, thought that his father lowered himself by his deferential suit and service to Johnson. I have observed he disliked any allusion to the book or to Johnson himself, and I have heard that Johnson's fine picture by Sir Joshua was sent
Thusshould seem, had given the name earlier. His friend Bonstetten says that about the year 1769 he was walking with him, when Gray 'exclaimed with some bitterness, "Look, look, Bonstetten! the great bear! There goes Ursa Major!" This was Johnson. Gray could not abide him.' Sir Egerton Brydges, quoted in Gosse's Gray,
